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PREFACE. 



THE following justly celebrated Tract was first 
published by William Penn» in, the year 1668, in 
London, and soon excited so much attention, that 
the author was ccMnmitted to the Tower, by a war- 
rant signed by Lord Arlington^ the principal Secre-^ 
tary of State, on account of the '^. offence it iiad 
given to s^^ne, then at the helm of the church/' 
How many editions of this tract were printed dor^ 
ing the life-timje of the author^ who died in 1 7 1 8, 1 
cannot say. The first only being mentioned Ui th<^ 
collection of his works printed m 17^6, in fi vols* 
folio, in the Prefitce to which we are informed^ 
*^ that such as have had several editions, are print- 
ed from the last and best of them,'' The present 
edition is printed verbatim from that of 1796» in- 
serted in the first volume of his works^ omitting 
only the pre&ce and a postscript^ both relating to a 
personal controversy in which he had been engag- 
ed some time before. 



v\ Preface. 

During Penn's imprisonment, it appears he was 
kept " under close confinement, and even denied 
the visits of his friends." His biographer adds, 
'* But yet his enemies attained not their purpose; 
for when after some time his servant brought bim 
word, that tlie Bishop of London (Dr. Henchman) 
was resolved he should either publicly recant, or 
die a prisoner, he made this r^ly : ' All is well ; I 
wish they had told me so before, since the expect- 
ing of a release put a stop to some business. 
Thou mayest tell my father, who I know will 
ask thee, these words ; that my prison shall 
be »»y grave, before I will budge a jot ; for I 
owe my conscience to no mortal man ; I have no 
need to fear. God will make amends for all. They 
are Bjistakcn in me ; I value not their threats nor 
resolutions ; for they shall know I can weary out 
their malice and peevishness ; and in mc shall thej 
all behold a resolution above/eur ; conscience above 
cruelty ; and a baffle put to all their designs, by the 
spirit of patience, the companion of all the trtbu- 
Jated flock of the blessed Jesus, who is the author 
and finisher of the faith that overcomes the world, 
yea, death and hell too. Neither great nor good 
things were ever attained without loss and hard- 
ships. He that would reap and not labour, must 
feint with the wind, and perish in disappointments ; ^ 
butan^airof my head shall not fall, without the 
Providence of my Father, that is overall,'" 

During this close imprisonment, the loud and 
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general clamours aigainst him reached Pefm's estrs, 
oreyes^ and induced him to write a small tract 
which he called an Apology for the former^ not 
with an intention of recanting any of those doc^- 
trines, which he bad %o recently professed to lay 
down, on the immoveable foundations of scripture 
and right reason^ but to clear himself from the 
aspersions cast upon him, for writing the Sandy 
Foundation Shaken. 

'< In this Apol^igy/' says his biographer, ^< ht 
90 suecessfully vindicsited himself^ that soon after 
the publication of it, he ivas discharged from his 
imprisonment, which had been of about seven 
months continuance.'^ However quickly Penn'i 
release followed the publication of this Apology^ 
it seems, by bis own account, to have bad nothing 
to do with tbe causd of his liberation. His per$e«- 
^jutort, although professed Protestants, were not 
to be so easily appeased. Nor was that work, fru 
vourable as it may be thought, to the Sabellian 
hypothesis, likely to produce such an effect. The 
high eulogium it contains on Socinus, not only 
on account of bis <^ parts, wisdom, gravity, and 
just behaviour,'' but as having had, <^ in many 
things, A tleartf prospect" of religious truth, 
*^ tkanmosi of his eontempotaries^'* woilld rather 
serve to inflame,, dian allay> the intolerant spirit 
of such Aienk 

That it Was not to their indulgence Penn w^ 
indebted for his release^ but to the laudable in- 



viii Preface. 

icrposition of the Duke of York, afterwards Jam» 
the Second, appeal's by a letter of Penn's, dated , 
Oct. 24, 1688, to W. Popple, Esq. ii reply ti 
most friendly epistle from him, in which Pena ' 
says, '* To this let me add the relation my father 
(that is. Admiral Penn, who died Sept. 16, I670,) 
had to this king's service, his particular favour, in 
getting me released out of the Tower of London, 
in 1669, my father's humble request to him, upon 
his death-bed, to protect mc from the inconve- 
niences and troubles my persuasion might expos* 
me to, and his fiiendly promise to do it, and exact 
performauce of it, from the moment 1 addressed 
myself to him," See his Works, vol. i. p. J31 to 
139, in which these interesting letters are inserted. 

In the year 1771, the Sandy Foundation Shaken 
was again published, by the Society of Friends, in^ 
an edition of Penn's Select fPbrks, in one vol. fol. 
consisting of 8fie pages, to which the following 
" Advertisement" was prefixed. 

'* The works of this eminent person having long 
been out of print, and much inquired after, it be- 
came necessary to consider of another impression. 

*' Many excellent treatises, of general and lasting 
use ; many essays, of great importance to the cause 
of piety and virtuei as well as to civil and religioui 
liberty ; vindications of the principles of the Chris- 
tian Society, of which he was an honourable mi 
ber, against the attacks of ignorant and designing 
men; together with an accuoat of his labours in 
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the service of religiop ; form Ae principal part of 
our Author's Works at large» first coliocted and • 
published^ in two vols. fol. aaoo. 17$6. 

^< That edition being now disper^d, it waa 
judged expedient, previously to another imprea^ 
sion, to review the tvholey and to select for publi-* . 
cation all such parts of our author's writings, as have 
an immediate tendency to promote the cause oi 
religion in general, containing doctrines in which 
people of all nations, r^uks, and conditions, are 
interested without dispute ; and sitch likewise, aa 
at the same time that they ciontribute to the same 
great end^ the increase of primitive Christianity in 
life and doctrines^ include an Apology for the 
religious principles 4Qd practices of the people to 
whom he was united in profession. 

^^ A few of his controversial pieces are retained ; 
many are omitted ; such, ospeciaUy, the causes of 
which being temporary, ace . thereby rendered less 
interesting to the preseitt agf^. The date inserted 
on the margin shews the year when each treati^y^ 
was first published. 

^^ Mych alight here be said on subjects' so exten- 
sive as the life and writings of our author ; but we 
refrain ; lest in offering our own sentiments con- 
cerning them> wc^might seem to be endeavouring 
to prepossess the reader in their favour. We there- 
fore leave them to his own reflections, and conclude 
with a short premonition, taken from the general 
collection already mentioned. 
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^^ Reader,— The whole is stibmitted to thy con- 
sideration : peruse patientlj'^ ; judge impartially ; 
censure charitably ; embrace chearfuUy what thou 
findest to be evidently true ; and if in any thing 
thou art yet otherwise minded, wait without preju* 
dice for farther illumination/' 

The above excellent advertisement which I am 
credibly informed was written by the late celebrated 
Dr. Fothergill, was omitted in the last edition of 
Penn's Select Works, published by the Soci- 
ety of Friends, in 1782, in 5 vols. 8vo. For 
what reasons I cannot say. Such of the editors 
as are now living can perhaps explain. The first 
volume of this edition has the aspect of an imper- 
fect work, for want of a preface. It however 
contains the Sandy Foundation Shaken, than which 
I am not acquainted with a more manly and able 
vindication in that peculiarly fanatical age, of the 
pure Unitarian doctrine. That its republication 
may promote the cause of genuine Christian truth, 
is the sincere wish of the 

EDITOR. 



THE 



SANDY FOUNDATION 



SHAKEN, 



&c. 



The Trinity of distinct and separate Persons, in 
the Unity of Essence f refutedfrom Scripture, 

And he said, Lord God, there is no god like 
onto thee, to whom then will ye liken me, or shall 
I be equal, saith the Holy One ?* — I am the Lord, 
and there is none else, there is no God bt^ides me* 
Thus saith the Lord thy redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel. I will also praise thee, O my God ; unto 
thee will I sing — O Holy One of Israel,* Jehovah 
shall be One — and his name One/'f Which, with 
a cloud of other testimonies that might be urged, 
evidently demonstrate, that in the days of the first 
covenant, and prophets, hut One was the Holy God, 
mnd God but that Holy One.' — ^Again, ^^ And Jesus 

* 1 Kings viii. S3. Isa. x1. 25. 

i Isa. xlv. 5, 6. xlviii. 17. Ps. Ixxi. 32. Zac. sit. 91 
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said unto him, why callest thou me good? there if 
none good but One, and that is God. And this is 
life eternal, that they might know Thee (father) the 
Only true God. Seeing it is One God that shall 
justify. There be godi tliany, — ^but unto us there 
is but One God, the Father, of whom are all 
things. Otie God and Father, ^ho is 2(bove all. 
For there is One God. To the Only-wise God be 
glory now and ever.*** FrtJto' all which I shall 
lay down this one assertion, that the testimonies of 
scripture, both under the law, and since the gospel 
dispensation, declare One to be God, and God to be 
One, on which I shall raise this argument : 

If Godj as the scriptiires te^dfy^ Nith neter beieii 
dedarcfd or beK^veil, but as the Hokf Onei Aen 
will it follow, that God is not an Holy Thfree^ nor 
doth subsist in Three distinct and separate Holy 
Ones: but the before-cited scriptures undeniably 
prove that One is Grod, and God only is- that Holy 
One^ therefore he pannot be divided itito, or sub- 
sist in an Holy Three, or three distinct and separate 
Holy Ones. — ^Neither can this receive the least pre- 
judice from that frequent but impertinent distincti- 
on, that that He is One in substance, but Three in 
persons or subsistences ; since God was not dedar- 
ad or believed incompletely^ or without his subsis- 
tence ; nor did He require homage from his crea- 
tures as an incomplete or abstracted Being, but as 

*lAiUili.i7« JoluisvHia. Rom* lU. 50; i>Cor% vliii 5,1^. 
Kph. !▼• 6. 1 Tim. ii. js. Jade Ter. 95. 
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Cj6d th^ Holy One, for so He afhdiild be rnartifested 
and wot3hrtyped t^Hottt that which i^^i absoltftei^ 
necefssafy to himself 2 -=-^^-^-=^80 that either the teaiCi- 
tnonies of the aforementioned scriptures ^re tof ht 
believed coheernhtg God, that he i* ctititely and 
completeJy, not stb^tf^ctly and distinctly, the Hdtf 
dtte i 6r else their idthoriry to be deniied by thei^ 
lV?fiitariatt8 : attd ofi the cotrtrary, if they pret^Md 
#6 cfedit tftos6 hofy tefsthAbnJfe^, fhey imist h^cdd* 
saf fly cottcittde their khrd of tritrity a SttkfH. 

Refiiied/rdm tight Se'dsm. 

I. If ilMt& be three diistiBct vdndi separate ]^rson», 
iSfk^ tbrtse di«tii«c$t and sdpsrrate substances, beeaa^ 
ev<fry piierdtm i^itlt^gpai^bk-fvom its own substance; 
alid as dW^re ii^ no peirson th»t h not at substanoe 
iti t^^HBtcm a^epeaitioft^ tfiytong! mea, so do the 
^rifmiftS' j^ent^ly a^ee herdn : mii sindd th^ 
F^ttr is O&di the Bon is 6ody amd the spirit k 
G6^ (wbMi'tfeeir epMcwneoessrrates tb^nte corf^ 
ft^) thety ilnii^M ,the Pafffte^y son, ^d spirit, aife 
three distinct nothings, they must be diree distinet 
^M«$t&«K:^y VLtPt ^onmsfH&iAifr tjme dBtinet godi. 

81 it 19 fatlh^f ftt'oTed) if> it be considered, chit 
iitf^f ti^dMMr ^«tm^ jWlf finite er infiqitev If tb^ 
11^, thto soillid^dUlSf fifitte indnsepttv^bie to* tbe^ iri^ 
flifK^ striMta»lebr ^lArdby lAHHistliin^ fini^ i^ ifi 
06d ; if tdhe l^j lSt¥^ t^lre^ di^thidv kifioK^^ thrde 
«ttfb}ti6«Mil!s^ thf^ (^Kfl^^s^ ^nd' w tHreef gtidr. 
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3. If each person be God, and that God subsi^* 
in three persons, then in each person are three per- 
sons or gods, and from three they will increase to 
nine, and so ad infinitum. 

4. But if they shall deny the three persons of J 
subsistences to be infinite, (for so there would un- 
avoidably be three gods) it will follow that they 
must be finite, and so the absurdity is not abated 
from what it wasj for that of one substance having 
three subsistenc>;s is not greater than that an infinite 
being should have three finite modes of subsisting. 
Sut though that mode which is finite cannot answer 
to a substance that is infinite ; yet to try if vi-e can 
m&ke their principle to consist, let as conceive that 
three persons, which may be finite separately, make 
up an infinite conjunctly; however this will fol- 
low, that they are no more incommunicable or se- 
parate, nor properly subsistences, but a subsistence ; 
for the infinite substance cannot find a bottom or 
subsistence in any one or two, theiefore, jointly. 
And here I am also willing to overlook finiteness in 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, which this doctrine 
must suppose, 

J. Again, if these three distinct persons are one, 
with some one thing, as they say they are with the 
God-head, then are not they incom muni cable amvnf 
themselves ; but so much the contrary, as to be one 
in the place of another : for if that the only God is 
the Father, and Christ be that only God, then 
is Christ the Father. So if that one God be the son, 
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and the spirit that one God, then is the spirit the 
son, and so round. Nor is it possible to stop, or 
that it should be otherwise, since if the divine na- 
ture be inseparable from the three persons, or com- 
municated to each, and each person have the whole 
divine nature, then is the son in the Father, and 
the spiri: in the son, unless that the Godhead be a^ 
incommunicable to the persons, as they are reported 
to be amongst themselves; or that the three persons 
have distinctly allotted them such a proportion of 
the divine nature, as is not communicable to e^cK 
other : which is alike absurd. Much more might 
be said to manifest the gross contradiction of this 
Trinitarian doctrine, as vulgarly received ; but I 
must be brief • 

Information and Cautian. 

Before I shall conclude this head, it is requisite 
I should inform thee, reader, conceniing its ori<p 
ginal. Thou mayst assure thyself, it is not from the 
scriptures^ nor reason, since so expressly repug- 
nant ; although all broachers of their own inventi- 
ons strongly endeavour to reconcile them with that 
holy record. Know then, my friend, it was bom 
above three hundred years qfter the ancient gospel 
tuas declared; and that throughthe nice 4istincti- 
ons and too daring curiosity of the Bishop of Alex.- 
andria, who being as hotly opppsed by Arius, their 
zeal so reciprocally blew the firextf contention^ ^ni« 
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During Penn's imprisonment, it appears he was 
kept " under close confinement, and even denied 
the visits of his friends." His biographer adds, 
" But yet his enemies attained not their purpose ; 
for when after some time his servant hrought him 
word, that tlie Bishop of London (Di. Henchman) 
was resolved he should either publicly recant, or 
die a prisoner, he made this reply : • All is well : I 
wish they had told me so before, since the expect- 
ing of a release put a stop to some business. 
Thou maycst tell my father, who I know will 
ask thee, these words ; that »jy prison shall 
be my grave, before I will budge a jot; for I' J 
owe my conscience to no mortal man ; I have no 
need to fear. God luillmake amends for all. They 
are ^staSten in me ; I value not their threats nor' , 
resolutions ; for they shall know I can weary out 
their malice and peevishness ; and in rac shall ther' J 
all behold a, resolution above/*«r; conscience above . 
cruelty ; and a baffie put to all their designs, by the 
spirit of patience, the companion of all the tribo- 
lated flock of the blessed Jesus, who is the author 
and finisher of the faith that overcomes the worlds i 
yea, death and hell too. Neither great nor good 
tlnngs were ever attained without loss and hard-r 
ships. He that would reap and not labour, must | 
faint with the wind, and perish in disappointments; 
but an hair of my head shall not fall, without the 
Providence of my Father, that is over all.' " 

During this close imprisonment, the loud and 



Preface. vii 

general clamours against him reachetl Penn's ears, 
or eyes, and induced him to write a small tract 
which he called an Apology for the former, not 
with an intention of recanting any of those doc- 
trines, which he had so recently professed to lay 
down, on the immoveable foundations of scripture 
and right reason, but to clear himself from the 
aspersions cast upon him, for writing the Sandy 
Foundation Shaken. 

" Jn thii Apolagy," says his biographer, " he 
90 succeEisfuUy vindicated himself, that soon after 
the publication of it, he was discharged from his 
imprisonment, which had been of about seven 
months continuance." However quickly Penn's 
release followed the publication of this A|)o!ogy, 
it seems, by his own account, to have bad nothing 
to do with the cause of his liberation. His perse- 
cutors, although professed Protestants, were not 
to bo so easily appeased. Nor was that work, fa- 
vourable as it may be thought, to the Sabellian 
hypothesis, likely to produce such an eSect. The 
high eulogium it contains on Socinus, not only 
on account of bis " parts, wisdom, gravity, and 
just behaviour," but as having had, " in many 
things, a clearer prospect" of religious truth, 
" thanmi'st of kis contemporaries," would rather 
serve to inflame, than allay, the intolerant spirit 
of such men. 

That it Was not to their indulgence Penn was 
indebted for his release, but to the laudable in- 
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tcrposition of the Duke of York, afterwards Jam<« 
the Second, appeals by a letter of Penn's, dated 
Oct. S-1, 1688, [o W. Popple, Esq. !■ teply to a 
most friendly epistle from him, in which Penn 
says, " To this let me add the relation my father 
(that is, Admiral Penn, who died Sept. 16, 1670,) 
had to this king's service, his particular favour, in 
getting me released out of the Tower of Loadon, 
in l66y, my father's humble request to him, upon 
his death-bed, to protect me from the inconve- 
niences and troubles my persuasion might expose 
me to, and his fiiendly promise to do it, and exaci 
performance of it, from the moment 1 addressed 
myself to him," See his Works, vol. i. p. 131 to 
13ff, in which these interesting letters are inserted. 

In the year 1771, the Sandy Foundation Shaken 
was again published, by the Society of Friends, in 
an edition of Penn's Select fVorks, in one vol. fol. 
consisting of 862 pages, to which the following 
'' Advertisement" was prefixed, 

•' The works of this eminent peison having long 
been out of print, and much inquired after, it be- 
came necessary to consider of another impression. 

" Many excellent treatises, of general and lasting 
use ; many essays, of great importance to the cause 
of piety and virtue, as well as to civil and rcligioua J 
liberty; vindications of the principles of theChrw- j 
tian Society, of which he was an honourable mem- 
ber, against the attacks of ignorant and designing 
men; together with an account of his labours in 
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the serFicQ of religiop ; form the prjacipal part of 
our Author's Works at large» first collected and 
published^ in two rob. fol. anoo. 1796. 

^< That edition being now disper^d, it waa 
judged expedient, previously to another impreci- 
sion, to review the whole, and to select for publi- . 
cation all such parts of our author^s writings, as have 
an immediate tendency to promote the cause of 
religion in general, containing doctrines in wbich 
people of all nations, ranks, and cgnditioi^, are 
interested without dispute ; and sqch likewise, as 
at the same time that they doptribute to the same 
great end, the increase of primiuve Christianity in 
life and doctrineS| include an Apology for die 
reiigioua principles and practices of the people to 
whom he wa3 united in profession. 

^^ A few of his controversial pieces are retained ; 
many are omitted ; sucb3 espQcially» the causes of 
which being temporary, ace . thereby rj^ndered less 
interesting to the preseiit age* The date inserted 
on the margin shews the ye^ wben each treati$f 
was first published. 

^^ M^^h slight here be said on subjects' so exten- 
sive as the life and writings of our author ; but we 
refrain ; lest in offering our own sentiments con- 
cerning them> we^mtght seem to be endeavouring 
to prepossess the reader in their favour. We there- 
fore leave them to his ownreflections, and conclude 
with a short premonition, taken from the general 
collection already mentioned* 
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" Reader, — The whole is submitted to thy con- 
sideration : peruse patiemlj'; judge impartially; 
censuic charitably ; embrace chearfully what thou 
iinde«t to be evidently true ; and if in any thing 
thou art yet otherwise minded, wait without preju- 
dice for farther illumination." 

The above excellent advertisement which I am 
credibly informed was written by the late celebrated 
Dr. Fotfiergill, was omitted in the last edition of 
Penn's Select Works, published by the Soci- 
ety of Friends, in 1762, in 5 vols. 8vo. For 
what reasons I cannot say. Such of the editors 
as are now living can perhaps explain. The first 
volume of this edition has the aspect of an imper- 
fect work, for want of a preface. It however 
contains the Sandy Foundation Shaken, than which 
I am not acquainted with a more manly and able 
vindication in that peculiarly fanatical age, of the 
pure Unitarian doctrine. That its republication 
may piomote the cause of genuine Christian truth, 
is the sincere wish of the 



EDITOR. 



THE 



SANDY FOUNDATION 



SHAKEN, 



Sfc. 



The Trinity of distinct and separate Persons, in 
the Unity of Essence^ refutedfrom Scripture. 

And he said, Lord God, there is no god like 
nnto thee, to whom then will ye liken me, or shall 
I be equal, saith the Holy One ?* — I am the Lord, 
and there is none else, there is no God besides me. 
Thus saith the Lord thy redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel. I will also praise thee, O my God ; unto 
thee will I sing — O Holy One of Israel,* Jehovah 
shall be One — and his name One.*'t Which, with 
a cloud of other testimonies that might be urged, 
evidently demonstrate, that in the days of the 6rst 
covenant, and prophets, lut One was the Holy God, 
md God lut that Holy One.' — ^Again, *^ And Jesus 

* 1 Kings viii. S3. Isa. xL 25. 

t ba, xlv. 5, 6. xlviii. i;. Ps. Ixxi. 2S. Zac. xit. g, 
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said unto him, wliy callcst thou me good? there u 
none good but One, and thai is God. And this is 
life eternal, that they might knoiv Thee (father) the 
Only true God. Seeing it is One God that shall 
justify. There be godS many, — but unto us there 
is but One God, the Father, of whom are all 
things. One God and Father, who is above all. 
For there is One God. To the Only-wise God be 
glory now and ever."* From all which I shall 
lay down this one assertion, that the testimonies of 
scripture, both under the law, and since the gospel 
dispensation, declare One to be God, and God to be 
One, on which I shall raise this argument ; 

If God, as the scriptures testify, bath ncTer been 
declared or believed, bat as the Holy One / then 
will it follow, that Gnd is not an Holy Three^ nor 
doth subsist in Three distinct and separate Holy 
Ones: but the before-citad scriptures undeniably 
prove that One is God, and God only is that Holy 
One; therefore he cannot be divided into, or sub- 
sist in an Holy Three, or three distinct and separate 
Holy Ones. — Neither can this receive the least pre- 
judice from thai frequent hut impertinent distincti- 
on, that that He Is One in substance, but Three in 
persons or subsistences ; since God was not declar- 
ed or believed incompletely, or without his subsis- 
:cnce ; nor did He require homage from his crea- 
as an incomplete or abstracted Being, but as 

tSm lis. tj. John zrii, 9. Ron. iU.30: t Cer. vliii s, 6. 
Epb. iv. 6. I Tim. u. & Jade ver. 9S. 



1 




The Smittf FfMdtitkm SMke^i. it 

iSdd the Holy Orne, for so He sihduld be niartifested 
and wot3hrtyped ^Hottt that which ^^^ absoliiteiy 
inec6ss(ar$^ to himself r-^-^^-^-^So that either the tesCi- 
tnonies of the aforementioned scriptures ire tof ht 
believed coii<iernhtg God, thstt he i* Ctitttely and 
completely, not stbstf^ctly and distinctly, the Hdljr 
Ofl6 ; at else their atithoriry to be deiiiied by thei^ 
1* rttritariatts : attd on the cotrfrdry, if they pret^MA 
#6 cfedit tfto"s^ hofy testhtibirife^, fhcy imist ti^c^* 
saflly cottdttde their khrd of tritrify a fidtteW. 

Jtefuted/r&m tight Semm. 

I. If ^tit^ be three diist^Bct v^ separate ]^Fson», 
tAl€^ tbtee difs«hi^ and sepsrrate substances, because 
ev<fry (mrstm i^ ittt^gpebTable fvom its own substance ; 
alM sis v&«r6 i^ iro peirson that is not at substanoe 
itf to/aitet^m a^epiSNion^ tfiftong! men, so do the 
^rifmiftf^' fjent^ly a^ee herein : mii sind^ th^ 
9iMiitT \% QeAi the tfon is 6ody and the spirit k 
G6^ (WbMi'tfeeir d^Moii^tlcnessrtates tb^nt6 corf^ 
ft^) thety ilnii^M ,th& Pafiie^y son, ^d spirit aife 
three distinct nothings, they must be three distinot 
^M«$t&«K:^y arid! 4(iim»sl^€isAf dme' dstniet goii. 

81 If 19 fatlfa^fef ftt'ottM]^ if' it be considered, chit 

11^, thto soillid^dUlSf fifitte-iBdnsepttv^bie tO' fch& iri<^ 
flnHfe^ striMta»lebr ^lArdby i$WII«tliin^ fini^ i^ in 
06d ; 4f tdhte lafiVj lSt¥^ t^lre^ di^thidv infinit^^, thrde 
iimki^mii^ thf^ ^ft#&^8^ ind' w tilreef gtidr^ 
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3. If each person be God, and that God subsist) 
in three persons, then in each person are three per- 
sons or gods, and from three they will increase to 
nine, and so ad infinitum, 

4. But if they shall deny the three persons or 
subsistences to be infinite, (for so there would un- 
aroidably be three gods) it will follow that they 
must be finite, and so the absurdity is not abated 
from what it was ; for that of one substance having 
three subsistences is not greater than that an infinite 
being should have three finite modes of subsistjiig. 
Sue though that mode which is finite cannot answer 
to a substance that is infinite ; yet to try if ive can 
make their principle to consist, let us conceive that 
three persons, which may be finite separately, make 
up an infinite conjunctly; however this will fol- 
low, that they are no more incommunicable or se- 
parate, nor properly subsistences, but a subsistence; 
for the infinite substance cannot find a bottom or 
subsistence in any one or two, therefore, jointly. 
And here I am also willing to overlook liniteness in 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, which this doctrine 
must suppose, 

5. Again, if these three distinct persons are one, 
with some one thing, as they say they are with the 
God^head, (henarenot they incommunicable among 
themselves ; but so much the contrary, as to be one 
in the place of anotlier : for if that the only God is 
the Father, and Christ be that only God, then 
is Christ the Father. So if thai one God be the son, 
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and the spirit chat one God, then is the spirit the 
son, and so round. Nor is it passible to stop, or 
that it should be otherwise, since if the divine na- 
ture be inseparable from the three persons, or com- 
municated to each, and each person have the whole 
divine nature, then is the son in the Father, and 
the spiri: in the son, unless that the Godhead be as 
incommunicable to the persons, as they arc reported 
to be amongst themselves; or that the three persons 
have distinctly allotted them such a proportion of 
the divine nature, as is not communicable to each 
other; which isalike absurd. Much more might 
be said to manifest the gross contradiction of this 
Trinitarian doctrine, as vulgaily received ; but I 
aiust be brief. 

Information and Caution. 

. Before I shall conclude this head, it is requisite 
I shstjid inform thee, reader, concerning its ori- 
ginal. Thou mayst assure thyself, it is not from the 
scriptures, nor reason, since so expressly repug- 
nant ; although all broachers of their own inventi- 
ons strongly endeavour to reconcile them with thai 
holy record. Knov/ then, my friend, it was bom 
above three hundred years after the ancient gospel 
was declared; and that through the nice distincti- 
ons and too daring curiosity of the Bishop of Alex- 
andria, who being as hotly opposed by Arius, their 
zeal so reciprocally blew the £ie of contention, ani- 
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t last they sacrificed 



mosity, and persecution, till 

each other to their mutual revenge. 

Thus it was coiicetvecl in igttora?tce, brought 
forth and niaiHtaiDed by cruelly; for though ht 
that was strongest imposed his opitiian, persecuting 
the contrary, yet the scale turning on the Trinita- 
rian side, it has there continued through all the 
Romish generations ; and uotwithstanding it hath 
obtained the name of Athanasian from Athanasius, 
(a stiff man, witness his carriage towards Constan- 
tine the empcrot) because supposed to have been 
most concerned in the framing that creed in which 
this doctrine is asserted ; yet have I never seen one 
* copy void of a suspicion, rather to have been the 
results of Popish school-men ; which I could rcn. 
der more perspicuous, did not brevity necessitate 
me to an omission- 
Be therefore cautioned, reader, not to embrace 
the determinarion of prejudiced councils for evan- 
gelical doctrine; which the scriptures bear no cer- 
tain testimony to, neither was believed by the pri- 
mitive saints, or thus stated by any I have read of 
in the first, second, or third centuries; particularly 
Ireneus, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Origen, with 
many others who appear wholly foreign to the mat- 
ter in controversy. But seeing that private spirits, 
and those none of the most ingenious, have beea " 
the parents and guardians of this so genei-ally re- . 
ccived doctrine ; let the time past suffice, and bo J 
admonished to apply thy mind unto that light s 
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grace which brings salvatioa; that by obedience 
thereunto^ those mists tradition hath cast before thy 
eyes may be expelled, and thou receive a certain 
knol¥ledge of that God, whom to know is life eter- 
nal, not to be divided, but One pure, entire and 
eternal Being ; who in the fulness of tiine sent forth 
his Son, as the true light which enlighteneth every 
.man; that whosoever followed him (the light) 
might be translated from the dark notions and vain 
conversations of iped to this holy light, in which 
only sound judgment and eternal life are obtaina- 
ble: who So many hundred years since, in person^ 
testified the virtue of it, and has communicated 
unto all^uch a prbportion as may enable them to 
fcdlow-his example* 



The vulgar Doctrine of Satis/action, being depen^ 
dent on the second Person of the Trinity^ re^ 
futedfrom Scripture. 

DOCTRINB* 

^ TIIA.T man having transigressed the righteous 
law of God, and so exposed to the penalty of eter- 
nal wrath, it is s^ltogether impossible for Gpd to re* 
mit ov forgive without a plenary satisfaction ; and 
that there was no other way by which God could 
obtain.satisfaction, or save men, than by inflicting 
the Jnenalty of infinite wrathand vengeance on Jesus 
Christ,- the second person of the trinity, who, fer 

sins post/'presenty^and to come, hath wholly borne 

c 
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1 it, (whether for all, or but some) to the 
oSendcd in finite justice of his father.' 

1. " And the Lord passed by before him, (Moses) 
and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, keeping mercy for thousands, for- 
giving iniquity, transgression, and sin-"* [From 
whence I shall draw this position — that since God 
has proclaimed himself a gracious, merciful, and 
forgiving God, it is not inconsistent with his nature 
to remit without any other consideration than his 
OH'n love : otherwise He could not justly come un- 
der the imputation of so many gracious attributes, 
with whom it is impossible to pardon, and necessary 
to exact the payment of the utmost farthing.] 

2. " For if ye turn again to the Lord, the Lord 
your God is gracious and merciful, and will not 
turn away his face from you,"t [Where, how 
natural is it to observe, that God's remission is 
grounded on their repentance; and not that it is 
impossible for God to pardon without plenary sa- 
tisfaction, since the possibility, nay certainty, of 
the contrary, viz. his grace and mercy, is the great 
motive or reason of that loving invitation to return!] 

3. " They hardened their necks, and hearkened 
not to thy commandments ; but Thou art a God 
ready to paidon, gracious and merciful,"! [Can 
the honest- hearted reader conceive, thatGod should 
thus be mercifully qualified, whilst executing the 
rigour of the law transgressed, or not acquitting 
* I^od.roiv. 6i7> , t 3 Ovdd- m^ IK 4 Neh, U.i6, 17- 
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without the debt be paid him by another? I sup- 
pose not.] 

4. " Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon."* 
[Come, let the unprejudiced judge, if this scripture 
doctrine is not very remote from saying, his nature 
cannot forgive sin, therefore let Christ pay him full 
satisfaction, orHe will certainly be avenged ; which 
is the substance of that strange opinion,] 

5. " Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel j I will put my law in their inward parU; 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more,"f [Here is God's mere grace 
asserted, against the pretended necessity of a satis- 
faction to procure his remission; and ihis Paul ac- 
knowledgech to be the dispensation of the gospel, 
in his eighth chapter to tiie Hebrews ; so that this 
new doctrine doth not only contradict the nature 
and design of the second covenant, but seems, in 
short, to discharge God both from his mercy and 
omnipotence.] 

6. " Who is a God like unto thee, that pardon- 
cth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the 
remnant of his heritage ? He retaineth not his 
ailger for ever, because He dclighteth in mercy."t 
[Can there be a more express passage to clear, not 
■ la. It. 7. f J<a. ixxi. 31, as, m. t Micih vlU ii. 
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said unto him, why callest thou me good? there U 
none good but One, and that is God. And this is 
life eternal, that tbcy might Icnow Thee (fatlier) the 
Only true God, Seeing it is One God that shall 
justify. There be godS many, — but unto us there 
is but One God, the Father, of whom are all 
things. One God and Father, who is above all. 
Forthere is One God. To the Only-wise God be 
glory now and ever,''* From all which I shall 
lay down this one assertion, that ihe testimonies of 
scripture, bnth under the law, and since the gospel 
dispensation, declare One to be God, and God to be 
One, on which I shall raise this argument: 

If God, as the Bcriptures testify, bath nerer been 
declared or believed, but as ike Hohj One ,■ then 
will it follow, that God is not an Holy Three, nor 
doth subsist in Three distinct and separate Holy 
Ones: but the before-cited scriptures undeniably 
prove that One is God, and God only is that Holy 
One; therefore he cannot be divided into, or sub- 
sist in an Holy Three, or three distinct and separate 
Holy Ones, — Neither can this receive the least pre- 
judice from that frequent but impertinent distincti- 
on, that that He is One in subsiaiice, but Three in 
persons or subsistences ; since God was not declar- 
ed or believed incompletely, or without his subsis- 
tence; nor did He retjuire homage from his crea- 
tures as an incomplete or abstracted Being, but as 

•Uu>ils.i7< Jokns«ili3. Rom, ilL 30^ r COr. lliii 5,0. 
Kph. iv. 6. 1 TiiQ. ii, s. Jade ver. 95. 
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is more amply expressed, chap, sviii. where the 
kingdom of heaven (that con.iiats in righteoufiness) 
is represented by a king, " who, upon his debtor's 
petition, had compassion, and forgave him ; but 
the same treating his fcilow-sci-vant without the 
least forbearance, the king condemned his unrigh- 
teousness, and delivered him over to the torment- 
ors." Buthow hail this been a fault in the servant, 
if his king's mercy had not been proposed for his 
example? How most unworthy therefore is it of 
God; and blasphemous, may I justly term it, for 
any to assert that forgiveness impossible to God, 
which is not only possible, but enjoined to men !] 

8. " For God so loved the world, that He gave 
his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believcth in! 
him should not perish, but have everlasting^ life,"* 
[By which It appears, that God's love is not tbW 
effect of Christ's satisfaction, but Christ is the pToi- 
per gift and' effect of God's love.] 

9. " To hirti give all' the prophets witness, tbaC 
tlirougb his name, whosoever believeth in him^ 
shall receive remission of sins."t [So that le- 
missioR came by believing bis testimony, and obey- 
ing his precepts, and not by a strict satisfaction. J ■ 

10. " If God be for us, who can be against us? 
Hb that spared iHjl hisdwn Son, but delivered him 
up for us all."f [WhicH evidently declares it to 
bfe Gbd's act tif love, othovise, if He must be paid, 
■ JabniS. ifi. i'JkVx.*^ {< Roln. viE.«,39. 
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3. If euch person be God, and that God subsLsU 
in three persons, then in each person are three per- 
sons or gods, and from three they will increase to ; 
nine, and so ad infinitum, 

4. But if they shall deny the three persons ojJ 
subsistences to be infinite, (for so there would 
ivoidibty be tlirec gods) it will follow that they i 
must be finite, and so the absurdity is not abated 
from what it was; for that of one substance having 
three subsistences is not greater than that an inaniie 
being should hare three finite modes of subsisting. 
But though that mode which is finite cannot answer 
to a substance that is infinite ; yet to try if tve can 
make their principle to consist, let us conceive that 
three persons, which may be finite separately, make 
up an infinite conjunctly; however this will fol- 
low, that they are no more incommunicable or se- 
parate, nor properly subsistences, but a subsistence ; 
for the infinite substance csnnot find a bottom or 
subiistence in anyone or two, therefore, jointly. 
And here I am also willing to overlook finiteness in ' 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, which this doctrine 
must suppose. 

i. Again, if these three distinct persons are one, 
with some one thing, as they say they are with the 
God-head, then are not they incommunicable among 
themselves ; but so much the contrary, as to be one 
in the place of another: for if that the only God is 
the Father, and Christ be that only God, then 
is Christ the Father. So if that one God be the son, 
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and the spirit thai one God, then is the spirit tlier 
son, and so round. Nor is it possible to stop, oi- 
that it should be otheiwise, since if the divine na- 
ture be inseparable from the three persozis, or com- 
municated to each, and each person have the whole 
divine nature, then is the son in the Father, and 
the spiri: in the son, unless tliat the Godhead be as 
incommunicable to the persons, as they are reported 
to be amongst themselves; or that the three persons 
have distinctly allotted them such a proportion of 
the divine nature, as is not communicable to each 
other; which is ahke absurd. Much more might 
be said to manifest the gross contradiction of this 
Trinitarian doctrine, as vulgarly received ; but I 
Miust be brief. 

Information and Caution. 

Before I shall conclude this head, it is requisite 
I shsuld inform thee, reader, concerning its ori- 
ginal. Thou mayst assure thyself, it is not from the 
scriptures, nor reason, since so expressly repug- 
nant ; although all broachers of their own inventi- 
ons strongly endeavour to reconcile them with thai 
holy record. Know then, ray friend, it was horn 
above three hundred years after the ancient gospel 
was declared; and that through the nice distincti- 
ons and too daring curiosity of the Bishop of Alex- 
andria, who being as hotly opposed by Arius, their 
zeal so reciprocally blew the fire of contention, ani- 
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mouty, and pcrsectilion, till at last tbey sacrificed .< 
each other to their muiuil revenge- 
Thus ii was conceived iu ignorance, brought, 
forth and maintained by cruelty; for though he 
that was strongest imposed his opinion, persecuting 
the contrary, yet the scale turning on the Trinira- 
riaa side, it has there continued through all tha 
Bcimish geueratioDs j and notwithstanding it hath 
obtained the name of Athauasian from Athanasius, 
(astiffnian, witness his carriage towards Con3tan> 
tine the empcroi} because supposed to have been 
most concerned in the framing that creed in which 
this doctrine is asserted ; yet have I never seen one 
' copy void of a suspicion, rathei' to have been the 
results of Popish school-men ; which I oonld ren- 
der more perspicuous, did not brevity necessitate 
me to an omission. 

Be therefore cautioned, reader, not to embrace 
the dele imi nation of prejudiced councils for evan- 
gelical doctrine; which the scriptures bear no cer- 
tain testimony to, neither was believed by the pri- 
mitive saints, or thus stated by any I have read of 
in the first, second, or third centuries ; particularly 
Treneus, Justin Martyr, Tertulhan, Origen, with 
many others who appear wholly foreign to the mat- 
ter in controversy. But seeing that private spirits, 
and those none of the most ingenious, have been 
the parents and guardians of this so generally re- 
ceived doctrine ; let the time past suffice, and be 
admonished to apply thy mind unto that light and 
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grace which brings salvation; that by obedience 
thereunto, those mists tradition hath cast before thy 
eyes may be expelled, and thou receive a certain 
knowledge of that God , whom to know is life eter- 
naJ, not to be divided, but Ojie pure, entire and 
eternal Being ; who in tlie fulness of time sentforlk 
his Son, as the true light which enlighteneth every 
man; that whosoever followed him (the light) 
might be translated from the dark notions and vain 
conversations of men to this holy light, in which 
only sound Judgment and eternal life are obtaina- 
ble: who so many hundred years since, in person, 
testified the virtue of it, and has communicated 
unto all such a proportion as may enable them to 
follow his example. 



The vulgar Doctrine of Satisfaction, being depen- 
dent on the second Person of the Trinitj/, re- 
futed pom Scripture. 



DOCTRINE. 



* THAT man having transgressed the righteous 
law of God, and so exposed to the penalty of eter- 
nal wrath, it is altogether impossible for God to re- 
mit or forgive without a plenary satisfaction ; and 
that there was no other way by which God could 
obtain satisfaction, or save men, than by inflicting 
the penalty of infinite wrath and vengeance on Jesua 
Christ, the second person of the trinity, who, for 
sint past, preient, and to come, hath wholly borne 
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Not as Man. 

6. The justice offended being infinite, his saris- 
faction ought to bear a proportion therewith, which" 
Jesus Christ, as man, 'could never pay, he being 
finite, and from a finite cause could not proceed an 
infinite el&ct; for so man may be said to bring 
forth God, since nothing below the Divinity itself 
cxa rightly be styled infinite. 

Not as God and Man. 

7. For where two mediums, or middle proposi- 
tions, arc singly inconsistent with the nature of the 
end, for which they were at first propounded, their 
conjunction docs rather augment than lessen the 
difficulty of its accomplishment ; and this I am 
persuaded must be obvious to every unbiassed un- 
derstanding. 

But admitting one of these three mediums possi- 
ble for the payment of an infinite debt; yet, pray 
observe the most unworthy and ridiculous conse- 
quences, that unavoidably will attend the impossi- 
bility of God's pardoning sinners without as sati- 
factioB. 



Consequences irreligious and irrational. 

1, That it is unlawful and impossible for God 
Almighty to be giacious and merciful, or to pardon 
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ransgressors ; than which what is more unworthy 
of God f 

2. That God was intvitably compelled to this 
way of saving men; the highest affront to his in- 
controuiable nature- 

3. That it was unworthy of God to pardon, but 
not to inflict punisiiment on the innocent, or re- 
quire a satisfaction where there was nothing due 

4. It doth not only dis-acknowledge the true 
virtue and real intent of Christ's life and death, but 
entirely deprives God of that praise which is owing 
to his greatest love and goodness. 

5. It represents the Son more kind and conspas- 
sionate than the Father ; whereas if both be the 
same God, then cither the Father is as loving as the 
Son, or the Son as angry as the Fatiier. 

6. It robs God of the gift of his Son for our re- 
demption (which the scriptures attribute to the un- 
merited love he had for the world) in alErming the 
Son purchased that redemption from the Father, by 
the gift of himself to God, as our complete satis- 
faction. 

7. Since Christ could not pay what was not his 
own, it follows, that in the payment of his own, the 
case still remains equally grievous; since the debt 
is not hereby absolved or forgiven, but transferred 
only : and by consequence we are no better pro- 
vided for salvation than before, owing that now to 
the Son, which was once owing to the Father.] 

8. It no way renders man beholding, [beholden,] 
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or in the least obliged to God ; since by tbeir doc- 
trine He would not haveabated us, nor did He Christ 
the last fertliing ; so that the acknowledgements arc 
peculiarly the Son's ; which destroys the whole cur- 
rent of Bcripture-testimony for his good-will towards 
men. — O the h/amnus portraiture this doctiine 
draws of the Jnfimti: Goodness ! Is this your reiri- 
bution, O injariouii satisfaccionists ? 

9. Thai (jod's j uslice ib satisfied for sins past, pre- 
sent, and to come ; whereby God and Christ have 
lost both their power of enjoining godliness, and 
all prerogative of punishing disobedience; for what 
is once paid is not rcvokdbte; and if punishment 
should arrest any for their debts, it cither argues a 
breach on God's or Cbiist's part, or else that it has 
not been sufficiently solved, and ihe penalty com- 
pletely sustained by another; forgetting " that 
every one must appear before the judgment-seat 
of Christ, to receive according to the things done 
in the body : yea, every one must give an account 
of himself to God."* But many more arc the gross 
absurdities and blasphemies that are the genuine 
fruits of this 60-conildently-believed doctrine of sa- 
tisfaction. 

A Caution. 



Let rne advise, nay warn thee, reader, by no 
means to admit an entertainment of this principle, 
• 9 Cpr. %. 10. Rom, siv, U 
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by whomsoever recommended; since it does not 
only divest the glorious God of his sovereign power, 
both to pardon and punish, but as certainly insi- 
QuaCes a licentiousness, at least a liberty, that unbe- 
cnmes the nature of that ancient gospel once preach- 
ed amongst the primitive saints, and that from an 
apprehension of a satisfaction once paid for all. 
Whereas I must tell thee, that unless thou seriously 
repent, and no more grieve God's holy Spirit, placed 
in thy inmost parts, but art thereby taught to deny 
all ungodliness, and led into all righteousness ; at 
the tribunal of the great Judge, thy plea shall prove 
invalid, and thou receive thy reward without respect 
to any other thing than the deeds done in the body; 
" Be not deceived, God will not be mocked ; such 
as thou sowest, such shalt thou reap :"* which leads 
me to the consideration of my third head, viz. 
' JusiificatioD by an imputative righteousness.' 



The Justification of impure Persons, by an impu- 
talive Righteousness, refuted from Scripture. 

J,i. DOCTRIKE. 

• THAT there is no other way for sinners to be 
justified in the sight of God, tiwn by the imputa- 
tion of that righteousness of Christ, long since per- 
formed personally ; and tltat sanctifiefttion " coa- 
»»(]uentiBl, not antecedent.' 

• G»l, vL 7. 
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1 . " Keep thee far from a false matter ; and the 
innocent and righteous «!ay thou not; for I will 
not justify the wicked."* [Whereon I ground 
this argument, that since God has prescribed an in- 
oSensive life, as that which can only give accept- 
ance with Him, and on the contrary hath deter- 
mined never to justify the wicked; then will it ne- 
cessarily follow, (hat unless this so- much. believed 
imputative righteousness had that effectual influence, 
as to regenerate and redeem the soul from sin, on 
which the malediction lies, he is as far to seek for 
justification as before ; for whilst a person is really 
guilty of a fake matter, I positively assert, from 
the authority and force of this scripture, he cannot 
be in a state of justification ; and as God will not 
justify the wicked, so, by the acknowledged reason 
of contraries, the just He will never condemn, bat 
they, and they only, are the justitied of God.] 

S. " He thit justifieth the wicked, and he that 
condemneth the just, even they both are an abo- 
mination to the Lord."t [It would very oppor- 
tunely be observed, that if it is so great an abomi- 
nation in men to justify the wicked, and condemn 
the just, how much greater would it be in God, 
which this doctrine of imputative righteousneu 
necessarily does imply, that so far disengages God, 
from the pergou justified, as that his guile shall not 
condemn him, nor his innocency justily him? But 
will not the abomination appear greatest of all, 
* Exod. xxiii. 7- t Pro*' 'v. ii, i&. 



The Sandy Foundation Shaken. 3 1 

when God shall be found condemning tlic jusf, on 
purpose to justify the wicked, and that He is thereto 
com|tclled, or else no salvation ; which is tiie ten- 
dency of their doctrine, ' who imagine the righte- 
ous and merciful God, to condemn and punish his 
innocent Son, that he having satisfied for our sins, 
we might be justified (whilst unsanctificd) by the 
imputation of his perfect righteousness.' O / why 
should this horrible ilung be contended for by 
Christians ?] 

3. " The son shall not bear the iniquity of his 
father; the righteousness of the righteous shall 
be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked 
shall be upon him. When a righteous man 
turneth away from his righteousness, for his ini- 
quity that he hath done shall he die. Again, when 
the wicked man tumeth away from his wickedness, 
and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall 
save his soul alive; yet saith the house of Israel, 
the ways of the Lord are not equal: are not ray 
ways equal?* [If this was once equal, it is so 
still, for God is unchangeable; and therefore I 
shall draw this argument, that the condemnation or 
justification of persons, is not from the imputation 
of another's righteousness, but the actual perform- 
ance and keeping of God's righteous statutes or com- 
mandments, otherwise God should forget to be 
equal : therefore how wickedly unequal are those, 
vrho, not from scripture evidences, but their o^n 
• Silk. KvUi. 0.0, a6, 97, 39- 
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dark conjectures and interpretations of obscure pas- 
s3Lges would frame a docirinc so maiiilestly incon- 
sistent with GoJ's most pure and equal nature; 
making hint to condemn the righteous to death, 
and justify the wicked to life, from the imputation 
of another's righteousness: — a mom unequal way 
indeed j ] 

4. " Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but 
he that docth the will of my Father. Whosoeier 
bcaretb tbesesayings of mine, aiiJ dourli them, I 
will hken him unto a wise man which hudt his 
house upon a rock, &c."* [How very fru'tfui are 
the scriptures of truth, in testimonies against ihis 
absurd and dangerous doctrine ! These words seem 
to import a twofold righteousness; the first con- 
sists in sacrifice, the last in obedience ; the one 
makes a talking, the other a doing Christian. I, in 
sbari, argue thus : if none can enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, but they that do the Father's will, 
then none are justified, but they who do the Father's 
will} because none can enter into the kingdom but 
such as are justfied; since therefore there can be 
no admittance had, without performing that righ- 
teous will, and doing those holy and perfect sayings; 
alas! to what value will an imputative righteousness 
amount, when a poor soul shall awake polluted in 
his sin, by the hasty calls of death, to make its ap- 
pearance before the judgment.seat, where it is im- 
possible to justify the wicked, or that any should 
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escape uncondemnecl, but such as do the will of 
God? 

5. " If ye keep my commandments, yc shall 
abide in my love, even aa I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love."* [From 
whence this argument doth naturally arise : If none 
are truly justified that abide not in Christ's love 
and that none abide in his love who keep not his 
commandments ; then consequently none are jus- 
tified, but such as keep his commandments. Besides, 
here is the most palpable opposition to an imputa- 
tive righteousness that may be ; for Christ is so far 
from telling them of such a way of being justified, 
as that he informs them the reason why he abode in 
his Father's love was, his obedience ; and is so far 
from telling them of their being justified, whilst 
not abiding in his love, by virtue of his obedience 
imputed unto them, thai unless rhey keep his com- 
mands, and obey for themselves, they shall be so 
remote from an acceptance, as wholly to be cast 
out ; in all which Christ is our example.] 

6, " Ye are my friends, if you do whatsoever I 
command you."+ [We have almost here the 
very words, but altogether the same matter, which 
affords US thus much, that without being Christ's 
friends, there is no being justified ; but unless we 
keep his commandments, it is impossible we should 
be his triends : it therefore necessarily follows, that 
rxcept wc keep his commandments, there is no bc- 

* Jobn IV. 10.- t John XT. M. 
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iBg justified : or, in short, ihus; if the way to be a 
friend is, to keep the command mcnts ; then the 
way CO be justified is, to keep the commandments ; 
because none can obtain the (juahty of a friend, and 
remain uiijustiiied, or be truly justified whilst an 
enemy i which he ceriaioly is that keeps not the 
commandments,] 

7, " For not the hearers of the law are just be- 
fore God, but the doers of the law shall be justi- 
fied."* [From whence how unanswerably may I 
observe, unless we become doers of that law, which 
Christ came not to destroy, but, as our example, to 
fulfil, we can never bejusiified before God; where- 
fore obedience is so absolutely necessaFy, that short 
of it there can be no acceptance ; nor let any fancy 
that Christ hath so fulfilled it for them, as to ex- 
clude their obedience from being requisite to their 
acceptance, but as their pattern; " for unless ye 
follow me," saith Christ, " ye cannot be my disci- 
ples :" and it ia not only repugnant to reason, but 
in this place particularly refuted ; for if Christ had 
fulfilled it on our behalf and wc not enabled to fol- 
low his example, there would not be doers, but one 
doer only, of the law justified before God. In short, 
if without obedience to the rightecis law none can 
he justified, then all our hearing of the law, with 
but the mere imputation of another's righteousness, 
whilst we are actually breakers of it, is excluded, at 
not justifying before God, " If you fulfil the royal 
• Rom. ii 13- 
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|ft#, ye do well ; so speak ye, and so do ye^ as they 
that shall be judged thereby.*'] 

e. ** If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but 
if ye through the spirit, do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live.'** [No man can be dead^ 
and justified before God, for so be may be justi- 
fied that lives after the flesh ; therefore they only 
can be justified that are alive; from whence this 
Mldws^ if the living are justified and not the dead^ 
and that none can live to God^ but such as have 
mortified the deeds of the body through the spirit, 
t^en none can be justified but they who have mor- 
tified the deeds of the body through the spirit; so* 
that justification does not go before, but is subse- 
quential to the mortification of lusts, and sanctifi- 
eation of the soul, through the spirit's operation.] 

9. ** For as many as are led by the spirit of God, 
are the sons of God.^'t [How clearly will it ap* 
p^ar to any but a cavilling and tenacious spirit, that 
man cin be no farther justified^ than ^ he becomes 
obedient to the Spirit's leadings ; for if none can be 
a son of God, but he that is led by the Spirit of 
God, then none can be justified without being led 
by the Spirit of God, because none can be justified 
but he that is a son of God : so that the way to jus- 
tification and sonship, is through obedience to 
the Spirit^s Ieading.s, that is, manifesuug the \\o\y 
fruits thereof by an innocent life and conversation.] 

10, '^ But let every mao prove his own work, 

* Rom. Till 13. t Rom. viii* 14. 
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then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and 
not in another. Be not deceived, for whatsoever 
a man soweth that shall he reap.''* [I rejoicing 
and acceptance with God, or the contrary, are to 
be reaped from the work ihat a man soweth, either 
to the flesh or lo the spirit, then is [he doctrine of 
acceptance, and ground of rejoicing, from the works 
of another, utterly excluded, every man reaping ac- 
cording to what he hath sown, and bearing his ov/n 
burden.] 

11 '■ Was not Abraham our father justified by 
works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the 
altar P Ye see then how that by works a man is 
justified, and not by faith only."t [He that will 
seriously peruse this chapter, shall doubtless find 
some, tu whom this epistle was wrote, of the same 
spirit wiih the satisfactionists and imputarians of our 
time — they fain would liave found out ajustifica- 
lion from faith in the imputation of another's righ- 
teousness; but James, an apostle of the most high 
God, who experimentally knew what true faith 
and Justification meant, gave them to understand 
from Abraham's self-denying example, that unless 
their faith in the purity and power of God's grace, 
had that effectual operation to subdue every beloved 
lust, wean from every Delilah and entirely to re- 
sign and sacrifice Isaac himself, their faith was a 
fable, or as a body without a spirit : and as righte- 
ousness therefore in one person cannot justify ai^o- 
ther fiom unrighteousness; so whoever now pre- 
* Gal. tL 4, 7i t James u,.ai, 14> 
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tend to be justified by faith, whilst not led and 
guided by the Spirit into all the ways of truth and 
works of righteousness, their faith they will find at 
last a fiction.] 

12. ^* Little children, let no man deceive you, he 
tbatdoeth righteousness is righteous, as God is righ- 
teous, (but) he that committeth sin is of the devil/^* 
[From whence it may be very clearly argued, 
that none can be in a state of justification, from 
the righteousness performed by another imputed 
unto them, but as they are actually redeemed from 
the commission of sin : for *^ if he that commit- 
teth sin is of the devil," then cannot any be justi- 
fied completely before God, who is so incompletely 
redeemed, as yet to be under the captivity of lust, 
since then the devil's seed or offspring may be jus- 
tified; but that is impossible: it therefore follows that 
as he who doeth righteousness is righteous, as God 
is righteous, so no farther is he like God, or justifi- 
able ; for in whatsoever he derogates from the works 
of that faith, which is held in a pure conscience, he 
is no longer righteous or justified, but under con- 
demnation as a transgressor, or disobedient person 
to the righteous commandment ; and if any would 
obtain the true state of justification, let them cir- 
cumspectly observe die holy guidings and instruc- 
tions of that unction, to which the apostle recom- 
mended the ancient churches, that thereby they may 
be led out of all ungodliness into truth and holiness ; 

* I Johu iii. 7, i. 
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so sball they iind acceptance with the Lord, wh« 

has determined never to jusclfy the wicked.] 

Re/uledfrom right Reason. 

1. Because it is impossible for Goil to justify 
ihat winch is bot!i opposite and de-friictive lo the 
purity of !hs own nature, as this doctrine necessaiily 
obliges him to do, in accepting the wicked, as no[ 
such, from the imputation of another's righteousness, 

2. Since man was justified before God, whilst in 
his native innocency, and never condemned till he 
had erred from that pure slate; he never can be 
juslitied, whilst in the frequent commission of that 
for which the condemnation came; therefore, lo 
be justified, his ledemption must be as entire as 
his fall. 

3. Because sin came not by imputation, but ac- 
tual transgression ; for God did not coademn his 
creature for what he did not, but what be did ; 
therefore must the righteousness be as personal t<yc 
acceptance, otherwise these two things will neces- 
saiily follow : first, that he may be actually a sin- 
ner, and yet not under the curse ; secondly, that 
the power of the first Adam to death was more pre- 
valent than the power »f the second Adam unto life. 

4- It is therefore contrary to sound reason, that 
if actual winning brought death and condemnation, 
any thing besides actual obedience unto righteous- 
ness should bring life and justification ; for death 
and life, condemnation and justification, being vastly 
Opposite, no man can be actually dead and imputa- 
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lively alive J therefore this doctrine, so much con- 
tenJeii for, caiTies this gross absurdity with it, that 
a man may be actually sinful, yet imputatively 
righteous ; actually judged and condemned, yet im- 
putatively justified and glorified: in short, he may 
be actually damned, and yet imputatively saved ; 
otherwise it must be acknowledged, that obedience 
to justification ought to be as peisonally extensive, 
as was disobedience to condemnacion ; in which 
real, not imputative sense, those various terms of 
sanctifi cation, righteousness, resurrection, life, re- 
demption, justification, &c. are most infallibly to 
he understood. 

5. Nor are those words, impute, imputed, im- 
puteth, imputing, used in scripture by way of op- 
position to that which is actual and inherent, as the 
assertors of an imputative righteousness do by their 
doctrine plainly intimate; but so much the con- 
trary, as that they are never mentioned, but to ex- 
press men really and personally to be that which is 
imputed to them, whether as guilty, as remitted, ov 
■S righteous; for instance : " What man soever of 
the house of Isiael, that killeth an ox, and bring- 
eth it not to the door of the ubernacie, to offer 
unto the Lord, blood shall be imputed unto that 
man,"* or charged upon him as guilty thereof, 
" And Shimci said unto the king, let not my lord 
impute iniquity unto me, for thy servant doth know 
that I have sinned."t 

6. " But sin is not imputed where there is no 
* LcT, ziii. 3,4. f i Sam. lix, JE; iSi 3<K, 
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From whence it is apparent tliat there 
hai'ging of guilt upon 



could he no imputation or 
any, but such as really wc 
used iibuut luuiission: " Bli 
wliom tlicLord imputeth noi 
foregoing words have jl, " 
forgiven.'' Where the noi 



guiity. Next, 
ied is the man unto 
niquity ;"+ or, as the 
■■hose trausgression is 
-imputation doth not 



argue a non-reality of sin, but the reality of God'a 
pardon ; for otherwise there would be nothing to 
forgive, nor yet a real pardon, but only imputative, 
which, according to the sense of ihis doctrine, I 
call imi^inary. j\gain, " God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them. ''J; Where also non-impu- 
tation, being a real discharge for actual trespasses, 
argues an imputation, by the reason of contraries, 
to be a real charging of actual guilt. Lastly, it is 
used in relation to righteousness, " Was not Abra- 
ham justified by works, when be offered Isaac } 
And by works was faith made perfect, and the 
scripture was ful&Hed, which saith, Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness."§ By which we must not conceive, 
as do the dark impularJans of this age, that Abra- 
ham's offering personally was not a juGlifying righte- 
ousness, but that God was pleased to account it so ; 
since God never accounts a thing that which it is 
not ; nor was there any imputation of another's 
righteousness to Abraham, but on the contrary, hia 
• Rom. T. 13. f Psal. Kiui. a. 

} 3 Cm, r. 19. ^ J»aje» ii. !i, 91, 0. 
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personal obedience was the ground of t\\^,l just im-^ 
putatioQ \ and therefore, that any shouM be justi-r 
fied frum the iipputation of another's righteousness^ 
not inherenl.9 or actually possessed by theaij is boti|k 
ridiculous and dangerous — Ridiculous^ since it i^ 
to say .a man is rich to the value of a thousand 
pounds, whilst he is not really or personally wortlx 
a grpat, from the imputation of another, who ha^ 
it all in his possession— Dangerous, because it be- 
gets a confident persuasion in many people of their 
being justified^ whilst in captivity to those lusts 
whose reward is condemnation \ whence came that 
usual saying amongst many professors of religion^^ 
^ that God looks not on them as they are in them- 
selves, but as they are in Christ \ not considering 
that none can be in Christ, who are not new crea-^ 
tures, which those cannot be reputed, who have not 
disrobed themselves of their old garments, but are 
Still inmantled with the corruptions of the old man. 

Consequences irreligious and irrationaL 

1. It makes [represents] God guilty of what the 
scriptures say is an abomination, to-wit^ that hf 
justifieth thp wicked. 

2. It ipakes bim [represents him to] look upon 
persons as they are not^ or with [partial] respect, 
which is unworthy of his moat equal nature. 

3. He is hereby at peace with the wicked, (if 
justified whilst sinners) who s^id, <^ there is np 
peace to the wicked.** 
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4. It does not only imply communion with them 
here, in an imperfect state, but so to all eternity, 
" for whom he justified, them he also glorified."* 
Therefore whom he justified, whilst dinners, them 
he also glorified, whilst sinners. 

5. It only secures from the wages, not the domi- 
nion of Bin ; whereby something thar is sinful comes 
to be justified, and that which defiietb, to enter 
God's kingdom. 

6. It renders a man justified and condemned, 
dead and ulivc, redeemed and not redeemed, at 
the same time ; the one by an imputative righteous- 
ncBs, the other a personal unrighteousness, 

7. It flutters men, whilst subject to the world's 
lusts, with a state of justification, and thereby inva- 
lidates the very end of Christ's appenrance, which 
was to destroy the works of the devil, and take away 
the sins of the world ; a quite contrary pwrpose 
than what the satisfactionists and imputarians of our 
times have imagined, viz, to satisfy for their sms, 
and by his imputed righteousness, to represent them 
holy in him, whilst unholy in themselves ; there- 
fore, since it was to take away sin, and destroy the 
devil's works, which were not in himself, for that 
Holy One saw no corruption, consequently, in man- 
kind ; what can therefore be concluded roore evi- 
dently true, than that such in whom sin is not 
taken away, and the devil's works undestroyed, are 
strangers (notwithstanding their conceits) to the 
very end and purpose of Christ's manifestation. 

• Rom. viii. 30. 
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Conclusion, by way of Caution. 

Thus, reader, have T led thee through those 
three so generally applauded doctrines, whose con- 
futation I hope, though thou hast run, thou hast 
read ; and now I call ihe righteous God of heaven 
to bear me record, that I have herein sought no- 

I thing below the defence of his unity, mercy, and 

purity, against the rude and impetuous assaults of 

fr. tradition, press, and pulpit, from whence I daily 

hear, what rationally induceth me to believe a con- 
spiracy is held by counter- plots, to obstruct the ex- 
altation of truth, and to betray evangelical doctrines 
to idle traditions : but God will rebuke the winds, 
aiid destruction shall attend the enemies of his 
anointed. — Mistake me not, we never have dis- 
owned a Father, Word, and Spirit, which are Oue, 
but men's inventions : for, 1. Their trinity has not 
so much as a foundation in the scriptures. 3. Its 
original was three hundred years after Christianity 
was in the world. 3. It having cost much blood ; 
in the council of Sirmium, anno 3S5, it was de- 
creed, * that thenceforth the controversy should not 
be remembered, because the sciipiures of God 
made no mention thereof.'* Why, then, should 
it be mentioned now, with a maranatha on all that 
will not bow to this abstruse opinion. 4. And it 
doubtless hath occasioned idolatry ; witness the 
popish images of Father, Son, and HLily Ghost. 3. 
It scandalizelh I urks, Jews, and infidels, and pal- 
pably obstructs their reception of the Christian doc- 
* Socrat. SchoL Ad. 3S5, Conci Simt, c*p, Hr> p> tjs. 
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trine. — Nor is there more to be said on the behalf 
ol' the other two ; for I can boldly challenge any 
l>eFSon to give me one tcripture phrase whicli (liies 
approach the Uoctiine of satiKt'uction (mucii less the 
name) considering to what Ucgn-e ii is stretched ; 
not that we do deny, but rer.ily cmfess, Eliat Jesua 
ChiUt, in life, dfcirine, Uiid dt'dih, fultillefl hia 
Father's will, and oiFcrtd up a mast suirsf.ictory 
sacrifice, but not to pay God, or help hiin, (iis 
otherwise being unable) to save men ; ana for a jus- 
tification by an imputative righteousness, whilst nnt 
real, It is meiely an imagination, not a reality, iiiid 
therefore rejected ; otherwise confessed and knowa 
to be justifying before God, because " there is no 
abiding in Christ's love without keeping his com- 
mandments.'' I therefore caution thee iu love, of 
whatsoever tribe or family in religion thou mayest 
be, not longer to deceive thyself by the over-fond 
embraces of human apprehensions for divine mys- 
teries; but nither be informed that God hath be- 
Itowed ** a measure of his grace on thee and me, 
to shew us what is gocd, that we may obey and do 
it:" which if thou diligently wilt observe, thou 
shalt be led out of all umighteousness, and in ihy 
obedience shalt thou " receive power to become a 
Son of God ;" in which happy estate God only can 
be known by men, and they know themselves to 
be justified before him, whom experimenuUy to 
know, by J«sus Christ, is Ufe eternal. 

FIHIS. 
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ena?B of tftc MinnM 

RATCLIFF MONTHLY MEETING, 
THOMAS FOSTER. 

WITH EXPLANATORY NOTES. 



" Rafcliff Monlhly Meeting, 12 mo. 19, 1811." 
*' This meeting being informed that Thomas FosiEii, a member 
of this meeting, hath imbibed, and aided in propagating, some upi. 
niotts contrary to the principles of the Societt/, 'Herry Knigbt, 
Richard Bowman, Samuel &Iarsb, and John Harris are appointed 
to visit him thereon and repurt." (a) 

('' A true Copy. Samuel Harris.") 



(o) The evidence on which this Minute waa ostensibly made, re. 
lated solely to the party accused having given a few of hia friends 
some copies of a paper, entitled ' Remarks on the Qualiers' Yearly 
Epistle for ISIO,' which fint appeared in the Monthly Repository, 
Vol. V. p. 490 ; and to his being a subscriber to the " London Uni. 
tarien Book Society, for promoting Christian knowledge and the 
practice of Virtue," on account of the following pasisage, which the 
Overseers objected to, in the Preface to its book of Rules. " While 
therefore many well-meaning persons are propagating, with zeal, 
opinions, which the members of this society judge to be un^criplural 
and idolatrous, they think it their duty to oppose the further progress 
of such pernicious errors, ^nd publicly to avow their firm attachment 
to the doctrine of the unity of Gos, of his unrivalled and us. 
niViDiD authority and dominion ; and their belief ibut JeiUs Chriiit, 
the most distinguished of the prophets, is the ckbatvkk and hbji-. 
SENCEKofGod, and not his equal, nor his ticbcekent, in the 
formation and government of the world, nor co.pahtneil with him 
in divine honours." The meeting refused to rccoenize theie accu- 
sations in any difinite manner, although the parly accused earnestly 
called tipon them lo do him tAis nKtssary act 0/ justice. 



*' Ralctiff Monlhiy Meeting, 1st mo. 23; 1812." 
*' Samuel Marsh reports, that the Committee appointed to visif 
Thomas Foster have paid him two visits ; iliey are continued." 
(" Copy. Samuel Harris.") 
" Ratcliff Monthly Meeting, 20th of 2d mo. 1812." 
" The following Report, from the Friends appointed to-visit Tho- 
DhU Foster, wu brought in tttii) Kveral times read. 
*' To the Moulhly Meeting. 
*• We your Comrailtee, appointed to visit Thomas Foster, report 
that we h&vc paid hhn two visits since our last meeting, to no satis- 
faction. 

" Wt qvestioned /lim on some important poinls of doctrine, (i) 
respecting which we had strong ground to believe, his opinions are at 
variance with those of the Society, to which he decidedly refused to 
answer, {c) ?le was also asked if be were not the author, who 
assumes the name of Verax, (which he is publicly charged with in 
print) the apparent scope of whose publications is, to prove that our 
early Friends denied the eternal divmitt/ of Christ ; this he also re- 
fiised to aflstort-. (d) 



(fi) Is there any role of the society that requires, or sanctions, the 
exercise of such iuquisitorial powers f Wo, t/iere is not. 

(c) Can it then be justly deemed criminal iof any Protestant to 
resist such attempts to infringe the sacred and unalienable rights of 
conacieucc? Had the party accused been within the reach of the 
Spanish Inquisition, he might also, for so refusing to aiuwer, have 
bees put to the torture to extort confession. These seif.coiislituted 
Inquisitors, happily for themselves ami for others, possess no such 
power. They have reported the claims th^ set up very inielligibly, 
and his " refusal to answer." But thay are silent respecting his re- 
peated calls upon them, to state any thing they bad to allege against 
him, respecting the subjects of their interrogatories. Tbey seem to 
have been as careful to conceal the grounds of their suspicions, as 
the namet of his accusers. See Book of EKiracts, p. 41. 

(tf) This subject was nut referred to the Committee, and the party 
accused declined to enter into any discussioQ upon it on that account. 
Thi.; charge against Verax is therefore very improperly brought fur- 
ward. For he has distinctly shewn, by copious quotations from the 
works of the early Friends, that they professed to believe in the divi- 
nity of Christ, and in what sense Iw conceived they held th»t doc- 
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<' BtU h€ Qvcws thm b^ li^ft di$tribMUi wm^ PM^rt, entitled, 
' Benmi^s qa tke Qiu^ken' Yearly £pist}e/ calling ip que»tipn the 
oifi»i;H9^^c of our liord and Saviour Jesos Christ, (c) and the 
prppdeiy of aipplying to bim in stcrtt application^ if) as pr^eMed 
by the Yearly Meetiag, io its Epistle lor 1810; also, that he is 9 
member of the Unitarian Society^ in which he confesses ht haUfgraU 
saiiff$ction. 

<< We have endeavoured to convince him of the impropriety of his 
^oni^ct^ as a member of our Soyciety ; but he is not disposed to allov 
that be has acted t^t <nil improperly or inconsistjeiitly. 

^< Samuel Marsh, Richard BowiMUj 
<^ Henry Kaight, John Harris* 
" 20th of 2d mo., 1812. 
'^ And the said Report having been solidly considered, this meet- 
ing is of the judgment^ that it is incumbent uponHt to testify its disunity 
with such principles and conduct ^ and desires the friends befpre ap» 
pointed to draw up a testimony of denial against the said Thoma* 
Foster, and bring it to Qur next meeting, giving him notice thereof.'' (f) 

(^' Copy. John Harris.") 



trine, viz. as believing that power to be DivtMe, which dwelt in ^ 
and acted by^ or through Atm. 

(e) Did not our great Master^ who best knew %vbftt powers he pos. 
tessed, and whence they w^re derived^ when falsely charged by the 
calumniating Jews with ^^ m^ing himself equal with God,'' reply 
most emphatically and plainly as follows ? /^ Verily^ verily, I say 
unto you, the Son can do nothing of himself — I can of mine own self 
do nothing." ^^ The Father that dw^ileth in me,*' wd Christ, 
'<< he doeth the works." Is thi^ to qlaim opmpot^f^cef Or tp dis- 
claim it ? 

(/) ^ The true xu&rshifpersi' md the lip of truth, <' shall por^f^ 
the Faihery in spirit and in truth, for the Father seekjeth such ter^iorm 
ihip him.^* Is it not, therefore, to *^ call in question** either die 
Jcnowlcdge or veracity of Christ, to set up any other object of wor- 
ship ? So {ar was the ineek apd boly Jesus froqi directing bis ^icu 
pies to afmly tp him for h^lp, in subsequent agies of th^ .Cbriftiw^ 
<;hurch, that he Mys, ^^ b) that day, vi^, afur his murpe^tim, 
^' jfe shall .^ik me nothuu^ V^rjl^t verily^ I say (into ;fpu, wh|U- 
'soever ye difill >^ <Ae riifipr, in ^y i^c^ b^e yrili g^v« uyoi^»" 

(g) When the ** Report'- was redd, the party accused objected to 
it, as doing him great iigustice, and claimed the right of being more 



« Ratcliff Monthly Meetiag, iSthof 3d mo., 1813. 

*' T!ie friends appoimed to bring in a leatimony ol denial agaiDst 
Thomas Foster, brought in ihe draft of dtie, which was twice read 
■nd agreed to, and is as follows ; they are desiied to band him a 
copy thereof. John Harris is desired to take notice of the diiown- 
ment to the Six Weeks' Meeting. 

" It having been represented to this Meeting, that Thomas Foster, 
one of its members, had imbilied, and aided in propagating, some 
opinionx contrary to the principles of our Sociery, and xh&l private 
/ah'iur had been iinavailingly exteiided,{h) a Committee was appointed 
to visit him thereon, who have had several interviews with him, and 
from Heir Report it appeari that lie has joined a sicietij inko ptib- 
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fully htard thereon, after a copy of the same had lii'cn given him ; 
which being promised, he left ihe Meeting. Under tbese clrcum- 
tlances, " the said Report having been" (it is anid) " solidly conki- 
dered," this Minute was made .' At the next Monthly Mei'iing, (he 
party accused was heard, oj'tcr judgment had thus been pruuau/ictd, in 
reply to the charges in " the sai'l Report!" But he was induced 
to wiihdtmv, bd'orelhe "Testimony of Denial'" was read, relying <in 
d positive ussurauce by Richard Bowman, that it did not contain any 
fresh aeevsittian ! The reader who compares it wiih " their Report,'' 
w\\ ]\iAge whether it doti,vrvot. And it he also compares it with 
the above avowal of the London Unitarian Book Society, it will ap. 
pear to be in thiii respect also unfounded. The party accused gave 
the next Monthly Meeting, held April 23d, by a letter addressed 
thereto, an opportunity of correcting this error, claiming al the same 
time the right of being heard thereon. The Meeting declined avail, 
itself of the one, and rtiluscd to grant the other ! 

{h) If by " private labour" ihe Committee mean that iwo of (hem 
in the capacity of '' Overseen'' queslioned the party accused how ho 
understood various texts of Scripture, and whether he believed certain 
lencla proposed in unscriptural terms, there is no doubt of the fact. 
But there, is much reason lo question their having used any judicious 
means whatever to convince him of any errors they supposed he had 
*' imbibed." In the minutes he made of their conferences with 
him their labours are amply recorded, the correctness of which 
they have acknowledged. Not a word of " private labour" in the 
minute of the Committee's appointment, nor in " their ReporiT. 
But they seem lo have thought that the " Testimony of Denial" would 
not look well without some appearance on the face of it, that this, the 
most important part of christian discipline, had not been wholly over. 
looked. 
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tidy &0OW their disbelief of the eternal dithiiy of Jesus Clirist oof 
Lord (t) — that he has circulated some anooymous papers, entitled 
Remarks on the Quakers' Yearly Epistle, calculated to promote such 
sentiments (k) — and that he \% 'publicly stated to be the author of some 
publications urtder the assumed name of Verax, (which he does not 
deny) apparently intended to prove that doctrine to have been held 
and svpported by our early Friends, (/) 

** They endeavoured to convince him of the impropriety of his 
conduct^ and deviation from uur principles^ (m) but he was fully 



(2) No such thing as is here asserted j is to be found in ^' their Rem 
port,^* Nor has the party accused ** joined a society whopUbDcly 
avow'' what the '* testimony'' issued against him asserts. Nor did 
the Committee even mention such an accusation at either of their *' in. 
terviewb" with him. See the notes (a) and (g.) 

(k) In the ** Remarks on the Quakers* Yearly Epistle" nothing is 
sud about a belief, or '^ disbelief of iheeternal divinity oi Jesus Christ" 
If indeed the doctrine signified by those terms be not scriptural^ at 
the terms in which it is expressed certainly are not, the writer's re* 
commendation ^^ to adhere more closely to the language, and especi- 
ally to the sense of Scripture, on such important subjects as these^^' 
may have caused him to be suspected of being adverse to ^* such 
sentiments." But if so, can an avowed preference for the language of 
the sacred writers be consis|ently deemed a crime by any Christian 
Society f 

(I) This allegation against Verax, is directly at variance with that 
in ** their Report/' -^which being false, this maybe true^ as the Com- 
mittee have expressed it. Whether they meant to say <^ disbelief," 
instead of '^ that doctrine," is not for me to determine. But it is quite 
clear the compilers of such documents were very ill qualified to state 
accurately even their own opinions on points of faith, much less those 
of others. 

(in) The real complexion of these endeavours, may be estimated 
tolerably well by referring to the most correct and prominent feature 
of the Committee's " Report," in which they say ** we questioned 
bim," &c. As to any endeavours of their's which indicated even the 
appearance of a candid, impartial enquiry inte the charges alleged 
against the party accused and referred to their care, thty have not 
come to his knowledge* But if the Minutes of their ^' interviews" 
with him, including the Comtnittee*s^ve Papers, shpMid bepubjisbedy 
they will exhibit in a striking point of view, and much more fully the 
genuine' chstractej of their labours, and I trust tend to expose and 
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disposed to jusllfy himaelf, and would not allow that he Lul acled 
at ait improperly or iiieonsUtently. (n) 

" This Meeting thertjlrt beluvts it imunibtnt upon U to teilify 
its disuniiy with 4ucA principki and conduct, and hereby disowns the 
uid Thoffliis foster, es a member of oar rcfigioui Societt/; never- 
theli-ss desiring ihui he may hereafter become convinced of ^i* errori, 
and be restored lo religious fellowship wjtli us." (o) 

("Copy. John Harris.") 

lliereby discourage tucb inquisiloriai, irregular and intolerant pro- 
ceedings. 

(a) WheD ihe Report (vas read in llie Monthly Meeting, the party 
ftccused objected to the last paragraph as importing that he claimed 
luch an exemption from error, as the Committee knew he had repeat- 
edly disavowed. Yet ii the same imputation inserted in thi« dauae 
of the " Tesumony of Denial !" 

(o) This '* non obstante clause," as it is sometimes called, ii leu 
exceptionable than some others which 1 have seen. But it conlaias 
ihi' ufcual implied claim In iitfallibiliti/, by holding up a conviction of 
ibd " erroiV imputed to (he party disowned, as l/ie oaly mtana of 
lestoraliuo to " religious fellowship." h seems also to imply an un> 
founded idea, thata general uniformity of belief on all important doc 
Uiuessubsistoaraongst its members, and to intimate thai no member of 
tbe Society who may imbibe and aid in propagating opinions supposed 
to be erroneous, is to be tolerated in a Church which has never ■ 
thought lit to establish a Creed. Is it also (o be understood that every 
Monthly Meeting, without ihpsanction of any rule of the Society, i» 
competent to delegate to a Committee the powerof gu tttioxing itt 
menibers on pomti o/'faiik, and to disown them on " their Report?" 
Proceedings liiie these may also, as in this instance, be instituted 
«t the private instigation of over zealous disciplinarians of other 
Meetings, Such is ihc system of spiritual domination, which 
these proceedings directly lend to establish in a Society, which 
has been distinguished for its attachment to the great cause of civil 
and religious liberty, without an inviolable adherence to which, 
it is to vain to talk of *' endeavouring to preserve the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace." On such principles as have been 
professedly acted upon, in the present case, any member of the 
Society is liable to be disowned for having imbibed, and aided i 
propagating, ihose Christian doclrinei for which Wm. Penn salTered 
imprisonment, and which are explicitly laid down in Barclay's Apo. 
iogy as the original doctrines of the Society I 

AN UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN. 



Preface to the Rules, ^c. of the London Unitofiam 
Book Society, Instituted 1 79 1 • 



Christianity, proceeding from God, must be of infinite im. 
portance ; and a more essential service cannot be rendered to man* 
kind, than to advance the interests of truth and virtue ; to promote 
peace, liberty and good order in society ; to accelerate the improve! 
nient of the species ; and to exalt the character, and secure the 
greatest ultimate happiness of individuals, by disseminating the right 
principles of religion, and by exciting the attention of men to the 
g^niiihe doctrines of revelation. 

Tbis is the chief object of the vnitariak society for promot- 
ing CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE AND THE PRACTICE OP TIRTUE, BT 

bisTRiBUTiNG such BOOKS as appear to the members of the so- 
ciety to contain the most rational views of the gospel, and to be most 
free from the errors by which it has long been sullied and obscured. 
Error, ^voluntary or involuntary, so far as it extends, must have a 
pernicious influence. The members of this society think, therefore, 
that they are doing signal service to the cause of truth and good mo. 
rals, by endeavouring to clear the christian system from all foreign 
incumbrances, and by representing the doctrines of revelation in tbdr 
primitive simplicity. Truth must ultimately be serviceable to 
virtue. 

The fundamental principles of this society are, That there is but 
ONE God, the sole Former, Supporter, and Governor of the universe, 
the ONLY proper object of religious worship; and that there is one 
mediator between God and men, the mak Christ Jesus, who was 
commissioned by God to instruct men in their duty^ and t6 reveal 
the doctrine of a future life. 

The beneficial influence of these truths upon the moral conduct. 
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(jf men will be in proportion lo the confidence wilh which they ai 
ceived iiilo ihc mind, and the nllention with which they are regarded 
Consequenlly, all Tmeign opinions, which men have attached to tb& 
pi'iroiiive system of chtislian ductrine, and which tend to divert iht^i 
ihoughls from these fmidatiiental principles, are in b degree injui 
to Ihc cause of religion and virtue. While therefore many \ 
meaning persons are propagating, with zeal, opinions which th< 
members of this society judge lo be nnscriplural and idolatrous, 
they think ii th<.-ir duty to oppose the further progress of such per< 
niclouii errors, and publicly to avow their firm attachment lo the iIoc< 
trine of the unity of Goi>, of his UNaiv*i,LEtt and uNoiviDEit 
authority and dominion ; and ih^ir belief thai Jesus Christ, the moat 
distinguished of ihc prophets, is the creature and UESssNeE 
God, and not his Etvsv, nor his vicegerent, in the formation 
and goveriiment of the world, nor co.pabtnsr with him in divi 
honours, as some have strangely supposed. And ibey are desiron 
to try the experiment, whether the cause of true religion and virtiU 
may not be most effectually promoted upon proper Unitarian print 
ciples, and whether the plain unadulterated truths of Christianity^ 
when f^rly taught and inculcated, be not of themselves aufficien 
to form the minds of those, who sincerely embrace them, lo ibi 
true dignity and excellence of character to which the gospel wu in 
tended to elevate thcni. 

Rational christians have hitherto been too cautious of public^ 

iwledgiog ihcir principles; and ibis disgraceful timidity bub 

Vejudicial to the progress of truth and virtue. It is now high timri 

,t the friends of genuine Christianity should stand forth and a 
iemselves. The number of such, it is hoped, tvill be found to be 

h greater than many apprehend. And their example, if ac 
panicd with, and rccomrD ended by, a correspondent purity of liTe and| 
rals, will natuTBlly attract the attention of others, and produce 
,t freedom of inquiry, that liberal discussion, and that fearless pros' 
fessiou of principles enhraced after due examination, which can be 
formidable to nothing but to error and vice, and which must eventu- 
ally be subservient to the cause of truth and virtue, and to the but 
, interests of mankind. 
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